BETTYE JEAN DAVIS
...a social worker and politician, became the first African

American woman elected to the Alaska State House of
Representatives and the first African American elected to
the Alaska State Senate. Davis was born in Homer, Louisiana
on May 17, 1938. In 1961, she earned a bachelor’s degree
in nursing at St. Anthony College in Rockford, Illinois. Ten
years later, graduated from Grambling State University with
a degree in social work. In 1972, she moved to Alaska with
her husband Troy Davis, who was stationed in Anchorage
with the Air Force. Davis pursued additional studies in social
work at the University of Alaska, Anchorage and worked as
a nurse and social worker at the Alaska Psychiatric Institute.
From 1975 to 1989, she worked for the state’s Department of
Health and Social Services on issues related to childcare and
foster families. During that period, Davis also served on the
Anchorage School Board, including two terms as board president, from 1982 to 1990. She then ran for
state office as a Democrat and was elected to the State House of Representatives, serving three terms
from 1991 to 1997. After losing her bid for the State Senate in 1996, Davis ran for the Anchorage School
Board in 1997 and was elected to one term. In 2000, she was elected to the State Senate as the first African
American woman and served until 2012. During her six years in the State House and twelve years in the
State Senate, Davis was known as the “Conscience of the Legislature” due to her focus on education, foster
care, mental health, suicide prevention, juvenile justice, child and family welfare, and other social issues.
Elected to the school board for a third time in 2013, Davis served until she resigned her seat in 2018 due
to health concerns. Davis served on numerous boards and commissions during her public career, among
them the Governor’s Commission on Youth and Justice (1995–1996), Governor’s Task Force on Tolerance
(2001–2002), and Alaska Healthcare Strategy Council (2007–2008). She was also a member of the
National Association of Black Elected Legislative Women, the National Black Caucus of State Legislators,
and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Foundation of Alaska. In 2010, she was inducted into the Alaska Women’s
Hall of Fame in 2010. Davis died at her home in Anchorage at the age of 80 on December 2, 2018. In 2020,
the Alaska legislature posthumously honored Davis by naming the Health and Social Services Committee
Room in the Capitol Building after her.

W

elcome to the Bettye Davis African American COVID-19 Summit,
organized by the Alaska Black Caucus. This summit was founded in 2019
and named after Bettye Davis, who served as the first African American State
Senator. This year, with a focus on COVID-19, we are excited to bring together
national, state, and local community members both in-person and virtually.
We know that access to clear, accurate and trustworthy health information is
crucial to managing and responding to this unprecedented crisis. COVID-19
has highlighted existing inequities and health disparities in the Municipality of
Anchorage and throughout the state and country. We seek to bring trusted community
messengers together to build vaccine confidence and address barriers to vaccination.
Anything that pertains to the health of individuals should be afforded the highest
attention because of the intrinsic value of life. Without a healthy population, no
community can claim to be thriving or prosperous. As we all know, the future
belongs to our children, and if we do not do something that will keep them in
good health, then we will have cheated ourselves in the end. So, let us renew our
commitment and support every agenda that promotes the well-being of humanity.
As the late Congressman John Lewis once said, “We can’t grow weary in doing
good.”
Stay safe, stay healthy, and be kind,
Celeste Hodge Growden
President/CEO
Alaska Black Caucus
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BETTYE
DAVIS
8:30 - 9:30 AM

AFRICAN AMERICAN SUMMIT
ON COVID-19 EVENT SUMMARY
(In-Person and Virtual Event)

God Breathe/Faith, Community & COVID-19
Led by Pastor Leon D. May I, River in the Desert; President,
Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance

Contributors: Pastor Alonzo B. Patterson, Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
Rev. Dr. Frances A. Reid, Empowerment Temple AME Zion Church
Pastor Undra Parker, Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
Ulysses Burley III, UBtheCURE LLC
Ben Odell, Center for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships
Invocation: Pastor Leon D. May I

9:45 AM – 12:00 PM

Morning Plenary Session

Welcome: Celeste Hodge Growden, President/CEO, Alaska Black Caucus
Negro National Anthem: Performed by Trinity Colvin
Greetings: Elvi Gray-Jackson, Alaska State Senator
Greetings/Land Acknowledgment: Valerie Nurr’araaluk Davidson, President,
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
Greetings: Tafilisaunoa Toleafoa, Member of the Anchorage Health
Department COVID-19 Advisory Committee

Physicians Speak Truth to Power

Moderator: Jewel Jones, Former Director, Anchorage Department of Health
and Human Services
Dr. Jay C. Butler, Deputy Director for Infectious Diseases, Center for Disease
Control and Prevention
Dr. Anne Zink, Chief Medical Officer, State of Alaska
Dr. Michele Andrasik, Senior Staff Scientist, Fred Hutchinson, Vaccine and
Infectious Disease Division
Dr. Mary Owen, Director, Center of American Indian and Minority Health,
University of Minnesota Medical School, Duluth
Dr. Reed Tuckson, Managing Director, Tuckson Health Connections

12:00 - 12:45 PM

Ribbon Cutting Sign Unveiling

12:45 - 1:15 PM

Lunch
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AGENDA CONTD.

1:30 - 2:15 PM

Economics Intersected by COVID-19

2:15 - 3:00 PM

Justice Intersected by COVID-19

3:00 - 3:45 PM

Education Intersected by COVID-19 & Presentation of
Black Teacher Excellence Award

Dr. Louie Overstreet, Author and Former ABC President
Bill Popp, President and CEO, Anchorage Economic Development Corporation
Florian Borowski, Regional Chief Human Resources Officer,
Providence Health & Services Alaska
ABC Justice Co-Chairs: Attorneys Rich Curtner and Rex Butler
The Honorable Pamela Scott Washington, Anchorage District Court
Kevin McGee, President, NAACP

Dr. Paula Williams, ABC Education Committee Chair
Mary Richards, ABC Education Committee
Antavia Hamilton, ABC Education Committee
Margo Bellamy, President, Anchorage School Board
Youth Panelists: KaiLi Smallwood, Jordan Smallwood, Jerimiah Adams, Ziyah
Mikes, Dicanio George, Candice Bierman, Khali Rutledge, Chale Rutledge

3:45 - 5:00 PM

Tribute to Essential & Frontline Workers (Auditorium)
Open: Alan Growden, “God Bless the USA”

RC Woodson, Welcome
Dr. Anne Zink, Chief Medical Officer
Essential Worker, Montean Jackson, NAACP President, Fairbanks, Alaska
Providence Hospital, Florian Borowski, VP, Regional Chief Human Resource
Officer
Dawn McClain, vocalist “I was here by Beyoncé”
Rev Dr. Patricia Wilson-Cone, Pastor First American Baptist Church
Close out: Celeste Hodge Growden - Thank you

All Day

Vendors, In-Person and Virtual Health Fair, and
Vaccinations
Masks are mandatory.
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NAACP
Ensuring political, educational, social, and
economic equality of all citizens.

Protect our
community by
masking up
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We’re
grateful for
all you do.
We can’t express in just a few words how much we appreciate your
dedication. Thanks to your efforts you’ve made a difference in our
community and had a positive effect on us all. For that and more
we’re grateful.
KeyBank thanks the Alaska Black Caucus for making a difference.
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Creating vibrant communities
When we come together to build stronger communities, we give our time, energy, and ideas
to help influence positive change. And as we watch progress take root, we grow as well.
Alaska Black Caucus, it’s an honor to recognize your commitment and service
to the community.

wellsfargo.com/donations
© 2021 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. 6998750-2 MOD: 994
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Alaska Black Caucus

Celeste Hodge Growden, President/CEO
Doyle Williams, Board Chair
Brenda Tyler, Secretary
Dr. JoCasta Gee Olp, 1st VP/Assistant Secretary
Jacque Evans, Treasurer
Leroy Williams, 2nd VP
Nasya Williams, Assistant Treasurer

Thank you to our Allies for Change members and Chairs of our Committees and Working Groups!
Health: Allison Hourigan and Thea Bemben; Justice, Attorneys Rich Curtner and Rex Butler;
Education: Dr. Paula Williams; Economics, Leroy Williams

VENDORS
Dana Mae’s Cookies
IsaJay Artworks
Anchorage Public Library
Melanin Beauty Supply
ACLU of Alaska
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Alaska Alumnae Chapter
Alaska Health Fair
Alaska Black Caucus
Imagine Wedding/Event Design
Xi Psi Omega
Glamour Look
Imagine Design
Black Rose
Alaska Women Ascend and March On Alaska
Enlaces
Alaska Humanities Forum
Artesanias Panamenas
State of Alaska - Office of the Governor
Crafts by Meesha
Anchorage Equal Rights Commission
ABC Justice Committee
Alaska Literacy Program
Imagine Wedding and Event Design
UAA / ISU College of Pharmacy
Build Back Better Alaska
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ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INCORPORATED
XI PSI OMEGA CHAPTER




Bettye Davis African American
COVID-19 Summit
Sponsored by: The Alaska Black Caucus (ABC)


  Ǧͳͻ
  Ǥ
Soles 4 Souls. Ͷ


ǤDonate child and adult shoes (all
sizes).

Lions Club International. 
ǡ
ǡ
 

 
ǤDonate old eyeglasses and/or eyeglass cases.

Pillowcase Project and T-shirts for boys in Haiti.
 
Ǧ
sorority’s efforts to Include shirts for boys.
 
ǤDonate t-shirts (child and youth
sizes).

 
Ǥ

DONATION DROP:

October 23, 2021 – Saturday - 8:30am – 6:00pm
Bettye Davis East Anchorage High School
4025 E. Northern Lights Blvd.
For more information: Contact Xi Psi Omega at akaxpo@gmail.com
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God Breathe/Faith, Community & COVID-19
The Reverend Mr. Leon D. May I accepted the divine calling into the Christian Preaching Ministry
on January 28, 1980. He attended Lamar University, Beaumont, TX (Psychology/Sociology);
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Extension, Beaumont, TX; American Baptist Theological
Seminary, Southeast Texas Extension, Port Arthur, TX; and Alaska Pacific University, Anchorage,
AK. Rev. May is currently the President of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of
Anchorage & Vicinity and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Foundation of Alaska. He also
serves on the Executive Committee of the Chugach Baptist Association and on the Anchorage
Health Department’s Coronavirus Advisory Council. He is presently the Pastor of River in the
Desert Community Church, Anchorage, AK.

With over 72 years in ministry — including 47 years as pastor of Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
— The Reverend Dr. Alonzo B. Patterson has touched many lives. Under his pastorate, he has
licensed and ordained more than 55 men and women into the Gospel ministry. Pastor Patterson
was instrumental in building the membership of Shiloh and expanding the church facility. He
has served as past president of the NAACP, the North Pacific Baptist Convention, the Congress
of Christian Education—National Baptist Convention, USA, INC., the Interdenominational
Ministerial Alliance, Greatland State Baptist Convention, and Alaska Black Leadership
Conference. He has also served as the Chairman of the March of Dimes Foundation. He is the
Founder of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Foundation of Alaska and currently serves as Chairman
of the Foundation. He is the President of the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance and the
Coordinator of Alaska Ministries for American Baptist Churches, USA and Executive Minister
for Alaska Baptist Churches. In 2015, Pastor Patterson announced his retirement from pastoral
ministry. The pinnacle of Pastor Patterson’s pastoral ministry was a pastoral transition that was
God-led, Spirit-filled and Christ-centered—an unforgettable experience for the members of
Shiloh. Pastor Patterson was honored with emeritus status by the members of Shiloh and is now
The Reverend Dr. Alonzo B. Patterson, Pastor Emeritus, Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church. In
2017, Pastor Patterson retired from the pastorate but not from ministry. He is continuing his
ministry as the Director of Alaska Ministries for The American Baptist Churches, USA, and as
Executive Minister for The Alaska Baptist Churches.

The Reverend Dr. Frances A. Reid has served over 53 years in ministry. She earned her Bachelor’s
Degree from North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, NC; her Master’s of Divinity
Degree from the Hood Theological Seminary, Salisbury, NC; and her Doctoral Degree from
Palmer Theological Seminary, Wynnewood, PA. At age 21, Dr. Reid received her calling to preach
God’s Word. She is an ordained Elder in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church and has
served as pastor at a number of ministries. In 1998, Dr. Reid was appointed Pastor of the Historic
Clinton Memorial AME Zion Church, Newark, NJ. She bears the distinct honor of being the first
female in Zion to be appointed to a major pulpit. In 2009, Dr. Reid was appointed to Pastor the
Leake Temple AME Zion Church, Anchorage, AK. She also bears the distinct honor of being
the first female appointed to this pulpit and the second pastor to serve this church in its history,
following the late Reverend Dr. Theodore A. Moore, Founder. In 2013, Dr. Reid was appointed
to serve on the Administrative Board of Appeals for her beloved Zion, representing the Western
Episcopal District of which the Alaska Conference is a part. In 2018, Dr. Reid was appointed
the pastor of Empowerment Temple AME Zion Church, Anchorage, Alaska, whose mission is
to “Change Lives, Strengthen Families, & Impact Communities.” In 2019, Dr. Reid became the
author of “Overcoming Addictions: A Guide to Restoring Addiction-Damaged Relationships,”
available on Amazon.com.
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Dr. Ulysses W. Burley III is the founder of UBtheCURE, LLC - a consulting company on the
intersection of Faith, Health, and Human Rights with expertise in HIV/AIDS. Ulysses has served
as a member of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches as well as the United
States Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS (PACHA) under the Obama Administration.
He has been recognized by the National Minority Quality Forum as a top 40 under 40 Minority
Health Leader for his work in faith and HIV in communities of color. Currently, Ulysses is a
Faith Community Engagement Ambassador for the COVID-19 Prevention Network (CoVPN)
Faith Initiative, to connect with diverse faith communities to share evidence-based information
regarding COVID-19 and vaccines and antibodies being developed for its prevention. Ulysses
holds memberships on a number of Boards, the most recent of which is the Advocate Health
Care Board of Directors. He is an internationally recognized speaker and award winning writer
on topics including faith, HIV/AIDS policy, COVID-19, LGBTQIA, gender and racial justice,
food security, and peace in Palestine and Israel. His professional mantra is to “treat people and
not just disease.”
Facebook: @UlyssesIII • Twitter: @UlyssesBurley • Instagram: @ubthecure
Ben O’Dell serves within Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partnerships at the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services. Ben is a recognized expert on facilitating partnerships
between faith-based, philanthropic, and community organizations and government at all
levels. Ben’s interest in strengthening local faith-based and community leaders and community
engagement principles to religious, community, and government interest has led him to develop
deep relationships, knowledge, and expertise on a broad range of issues. Throughout his nineteen
year tenure in the Center, Ben served in many roles including just recently as an Advisor at the
White House Partnerships Office and as Designated Federal Officer to the President’s Advisory
Council of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships. Ben received his Master’s Degree in
Organizational Development and Knowledge Management in 2007 from the School of Public
Policy at George Mason University. Ben resides outside of Washington, D.C. with his wife,
Kristin, and their two kids.
Pastor Undra Parker was born in Huntsville, TX the fifth of seven children and lived in
Coldspring, TX until joining the Air Force in 1998. Pastor Parker is married to the Rev. Mildred
Parker and they proudly serve in ministry together. He joined the Air Force after graduating
High school and served 11 years. He received Christ as his personal Savior on 18 October 1998
while attending service at Gospel Tabernacle Community Church of God in Christ in Minot, ND.
He was relocated to Misawa Air Base, Japan where he joined Greater Love Missionary Baptist
Church. There, he was set apart to the office and work of Deacon and in May 2004 while deployed
to Al Udeid Air Base Doha, Qatar, God called him into ministry to preach the Gospel as he
has opportunity. He was licensed in the Gospel Ministry in 2005 under the Pastoral leadership
of Bishop Shawn D. Smith, Pastor; Greater Love Church; Misawa, Japan. Pastor Parker was
relocated to Elmendorf Air Force Base Anchorage, AK in January of 2006 and in May of 2007
while deployed Al Udeid Air Base Doha, Qatar, Pastor Parker received a word from the Lord
to get out of the military and pursue fulltime pastoral ministry. Hearing the voice of God, he
separated from the Air Force in January of 2009. Pastor Parker served at Shiloh as Discipleship/
Education and Operations Pastor. In February of 2017 the Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church
of Anchorage voted Pastor Parker in as their senior Pastor to succeed the Rev. Dr. Alonzo B.
Patterson. On November 5, 2017, Pastor Parker became the senior Pastor of Shiloh Anchorage
and will be formally installed December 10, 2017. He is convinced and convicted of the call of
God on his life as he seeks every opportunity to live out that calling as God would allow.Pastor
Parker desires to know what is going on in the community so that he can better inform the people
in whom he serves. He currently serves as the Alaska Baptist Churches State Education Director;
the Executive Secretary for the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Anchorage; Financial
Officer for Alaska Black Leadership Conference of Anchorage. He is a member of the Clinical
Pastoral Education Professional Advisory Group (PAG). He is a gifted teacher; as such he is an
adjunct professor at Wayland Baptist University in Anchorage where he teaches Old and New
Testament Survey.Pastor Parker loves Jesus, and one of the greatest joys in his life is being called
of God to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ. He loves spending time with his wife and communing
with the people of God. Any free time he has is spent studying. He has a passion for preaching
and teaching the Word of God, and when time allows He does a little fishing and shooting.
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Morning Plenary Session
Prior to her current position of President/CEO of the reorganized Alaska Black Caucus,
Celeste Hodge Growden served as the Executive Director of Shiloh Community Development,
Incorporated, a nonprofit organization that empowers youth, minorities and the disadvantaged
through its Health, Education, Economics and Justice programs. Hodge Growden’s career
includes a three -year stint as a legislative aide for the late Senator Bettye Davis and Community
Liaison for U.S. Senator Mark Begich. Hodge Growden retired after 30.6 years with the
Municipality of Anchorage, employed her last 6 years with the city as the Director of Office of
Equal Opportunity under Mayor Mark Begich. As a person who cares deeply for her community,
Hodge Growden also provided case management and family service counseling as a Family
Service Counselor for the city’s Health Department. Her volunteer experience includes President
of the Anchorage National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)
for nearly a decade; Business and Professional Women North to the Future President for two
terms, advocating for women and families; NeighborWorks Board Member, advocating for
affordable housing and more. Hodge Growden is the recipient of many awards to include the
2019 National History Makers Award; Ford Motor Company “Freedom Sister’s Award; YWCA
Women of Achievement Award; BPW – Woman of the Year; National Association of Social
Workers State Social Worker of the Year and Social Worker of the Year (South-central Region);
NAACP President’s Award; and Minority Community Police Relations Task Force Award.
Elvi Gray-Jackson is the second African American woman elected to the Alaska state senate
and the first African American to become Chair of the Senate in the state. Born in Newark, New
Jersey on April 8, 1953, Gray-Jackson graduated from Barringer High School before attending
the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City from 1972 to 1974. She moved to Alaska
on June 19, 1982 and enrolled at the University of Alaska-Anchorage in 1988. She graduated with
a bachelor’s in Accounting and Business Administration a decade later in 1998. Gray-Jackson
built a career in public service work and leadership in the state. In 1988, she worked for the
Municipality of Anchorage Assembly at the Public Transit Department. She quickly rose from an
Administrative Assistant to a Senior Budget Analyst before becoming Director of the Budget and
Legislative Services Office. In 2005, Jackson worked for Municipal Light and Power as Director
of the Alaska Railbelt Energy Authority. A year later, she transitioned to Vice-Chair at the
Municipality’s Cooperative Services Authority in 2006, and then as Chair in 2007.Gray-Jackson
resigned from this position in 2008 to make her bid for the Anchorage Assembly. Jackson was
elected to the Assembly where she rose to Vice-Chair in December of 2015 and finally as Chair in
2016. After her time as Chair, she made her bid for the Alaska State Senate to represent District
I. On November 6, 2018, Jackson won the Senate seat in the general election with 60 percent of
the votes, becoming the second African American woman to be elected to the Alaska state senate.

Valerie Nurr’araaluk Davidson is president of the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium
(ANTHC), a statewide tribal health organization that serves all 229 Tribes and all Alaska Native
and American Indian people in Alaska. ANTHC provides comprehensive medical services,
wellness programs, disease research and prevention, rural provider training and rural water
and sanitation systems construction. Davidson is Yup’ik and an enrolled Tribal citizen of the
Orutsararmiut Traditional Native Council. Davidson previously served as the 12th President of the
Alaska Pacific University, it’s first female president. She joined the university after a distinguished
career in health care administration, policy, governance and advocacy. In 2018, she became the
first Alaska Native woman to serve as Alaska’s Lieutenant Governor, after previously serving as
Commissioner of the Alaska Department of Health & Social Services, where she implemented
Medicaid Expansion, Medicaid Reform and the Alaska Tribal Child Welfare Compact. Through
her education and commitment to Native peoples and the state of Alaska, she has advanced a
collective and holistic approach to self-governance and the well-being of all Alaskans.
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October 23, 2021
Welcome everyone to the Annual Bettye Davis African American Summit. What an exciting day
to be hosting this event at the Bettye Davis East Anchorage High School, recently renamed in
honor of Senator Davis’s legacy of leadership and devotion to young Alaskans.
I hope today’s gathering is a positive and productive event aimed at building community
relationships, networking, and strengthening community dialogue.
It has surely been a difficult time in our state and country as we work to combat the COVID-19
pandemic. As your Senator, I have worked tirelessly to ensure Alaskans received access to
much-needed relief from the economic and healthcare challenges posed by this pandemic. We
will continue to face challenges in the months ahead, but if there is one thing we know for
certain about Alaskans, it’s that we’re fighters and we will get through this stronger and more
resilient that before. I would like to thank the Alaska Black Caucus for all their efforts to help
educate Alaskans about the resources available to help all who are struggling.
I would also like to offer my congratulations to the recipients of the Black Teacher and Teacher’s
Assistant awards who will be honored here today. Thank you for all you do to support and
nurture our children.
As your U.S. Senator, I am honored to represent you in Washington, D.C. Importantly, I want to
hear from you – your ideas and concerns regarding federal issues affecting you and your
families.
One of the most important things my team and I can do for you is serve as liaisons between you
and the federal government. We are here to answer questions, find resources, and help resolve
issues that you may be having with federal agencies, like veteran’s cases, social security,
immigration, the IRS and much more. Please don’t hesitate to contact me and my staff any time.
Thank you again and best wishes for another successful Bettye Davis African American Summit.
Sincerely,

Dan Sullivan
United States Senator
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Tafilisaunoa Toleafoa is unapologetically a Samoan fa’afafine from islands of Samoa. Her
family have been residents of the great state of Alaska for more than 20 years. She is a mother
of a 12 year old daughter, Meaalii and a 4 year old son, Ropeti. Tafilisaunoa is the co-chair
the Pacific Community of Alaska (PCA) a non-profit organization dedicated to a united Pacific
Island community with resources that fosters community mindfulness founded on cultural
values, overall wellness, and respect. Tafilisaunoa also serves as Director of Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion for Covenant House Alaska. Her professional background includes working in the
fields of domestic violence, civil rights, substance abuse & mental health, and higher education.

Physicians Speak Truth to Power
Moderator: Jewel Jones has built a longstanding career in local government and community
non-profits, dedicating her efforts and the Municipality’s attention to underserved populations.
Jewel started her career in Anchorage over 40 years ago. While holding leadership positions
under five Anchorage mayors, Jewel focused on creating opportunities for minority Alaskans
and empowering young people. During her tenure in local government, Jewel held Executive
positions in several departments, including Director of the City of Anchorage Social Services
Department and Municipality of Anchorage Department of Health and Human Services. After
leaving the public sector, she briefly operated her own consulting firm providing management
services to local businesses. In 2007, she accepted the Executive Director position of the
Anchorage Community Land Trust, a local non-profit focused on developing and supporting
Mountain View—the nation’s most diverse census tract. During that time, the organization
turned an abandoned warehouse into modern office space, creating affordable studio space
for area artists, nonprofit agencies and bringing the first financial institution to the
neighborhood in 20 years. In 2014, the community center at Ridgeline Terrace – a
70-unit mixed-income housing complex off Mountain View Drive – was named in
her honor. Jewel has previously been recognized for her contributions to Anchorage.

Dr. Michele Andrasik (she/her) is a clinical health psychologist working to build and enhance
partnerships with marginalized communities in clinical research, with a focus on ongoing
vaccine trials for HIV and COVID-19. She is the Director of Social Behavioral Sciences and
Community Engagement for the Fred Hutchinson-based HIV Vaccine Trials Network (HVTN)
and the COVID-19 Prevention Network, Senior Staff Scientist in the Fred Hutchinson Vaccine
and Infectious Disease Division and an Affiliate Clinical Professor in the Departments of Global
Health and Occupational and Environmental Medicine at the University of Washington. Dr.
Andrasik received her PhD in Clinical Health Psychology from the University of Miami. She
also has Master’s Degrees in Health Education and Psychological Counseling from Columbia
University. Dr. Andrasik brings expertise in implicit bias and historical trauma and the utilization
of Community-Based Participatory Research approaches and Qualitative Research Methods.
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Dr. Jay C. Butler, MD is the Deputy Director for Infectious Diseases. In this capacity, he provides
leadership to the efforts of CDC’s three infectious disease national centers and helps to advance
the agency’s cross-cutting infectious disease priorities. Dr. Butler has 30 years of experience in
increasingly complex public health leadership and management positions. He graduated from
North Carolina State University with a BS in zoology, received his MD at the University of North
Carolina, and did internship and residency training in medicine and pediatrics at Vanderbilt.
After completing CDC’s Epidemic Intelligence Service in the Wisconsin Division of Health, Dr.
Butler completed a preventive medicine residency with the Respiratory Diseases Branch in the
National Center for Infectious Diseases, and an infectious disease fellowship at Emory University.
He is board certified in medicine, pediatrics and infectious diseases, and has served in public
health positions at federal, state, and tribal government, including completing more than 22 years
in the Commissioned Corps of the US Public Health Service, from which he retired at the level
of Captain (Medical Director) in 2012.

Dr. Anne Zink was appointed Chief Medical Officer for the Alaska Department of Health
& Social Services, Division of Public Health in August 2019. Dr. Zink has 13 years of
experience in emergency medicine and joins DHSS from the Mat-Su Regional Medical
Center, where she served as the Emergency Department medical director (2010-18) and
also on the Board of Trustees (2012-18). In addition, she helped create the High-Utilizer
Mat-Su (HUMS) (2017-18) program that aims to improve patient health and cost savings
for some of the state’s most vulnerable patients. Dr. Zink is a practicing emergency room
physician who is passionate about helping to shape and transform our current health
care system. In all the work she does, she strives to create work environments, policies, and
practices that are data-driven, foster collaboration and build system efficiencies that put patients
first. Her priorities as CMO include building stronger partnerships between DHSS and Alaska’s
health care providers and providing support statewide in locally relevant ways to help establish
healthier communities across Alaska. Dr. Zink received her medical degree from Stanford
University School of Medicine and completed her residency at the University of Utah.

Dr. Reed Tuckson is Managing Director of Tuckson Health Connections, LLC, a vehicle to
advance initiatives that support optimal health and wellbeing through the intersection of
individual and community health promotion and disease prevention; applied data and analytics;
enhanced quality and efficiency in care delivery; and the application of telehealth and biotech
innovations. Previously, Dr. Tuckson enjoyed a long tenure as Executive Vice President and
Chief of Medical Affairs for UnitedHealth Group, a Fortune 20 Health and wellbeing company.
A recognized leader in his field, Dr. Tuckson is honored to have served as the Commissioner
of Public Health for the District of Columbia and President of the Charles Drew University of
Medicine and Science in Los Angeles. Additionally, he has been appointed to leadership roles at
the National Institutes of Health; National Academy of Medicine; numerous Federal Advisory
Committees; and corporate, non-profit and academic boards. He has been recognized several
times by Modern Healthcare Magazine’s listing of the “50 Most Powerful Physician Executives”
in healthcare, by Ebony magazine as one of the 100 most powerful executives in corporate
America, and as a “Washingtonian of the Year” by the Washingtonian magazine. Tuckson is a
graduate of Howard University, Georgetown University School of Medicine, and the Hospital of
the University of Pennsylvania’s General Internal Medicine Residency and Fellowship Programs,
where he was also a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Clinical Scholar studying at the Wharton
School of Business.
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Dr. Mary Owen, President (Tlingit) is a member of the Tlingit nation. She graduated from
the University of Minnesota Medical School and North Memorial Family Practice Residency
Program before returning home to work for her tribal community in Juneau, Alaska. After
eleven years of full-scope family medicine, she returned to the University of Minnesota Medical
School, Duluth, in 2014 as the Director of the Center of American Indian and Minority Health
(CAIMH). Her work includes: developing and managing programs to increase the numbers of
American Indian and Alaska Native (AIAN) students entering medical careers, outreaching
to local and national Native leaders to ensure that CAIMH and the University of Minnesota
Medical School remain in tune with AIAN health care and education needs, developing an AIAN
track for all students interested in providing healthcare to AIAN communities and developing
research efforts to address AIAN health disparities. She continues to provide clinical care at the
Center of American Indian Resources in Duluth.

Economics Intersected by COVID-19
Dr. Louie Overstreet, former president of the Alaska Black Caucus; renowned author of several
books, including Black on a Background of White: A Chronicle of Afro-American’s Involvement
in America’s Last Frontier. Dr. Overstreet also served as the editorial columnist for the Times
and the All Alaskan. Overstreet has over 45 years of senior management experience in
project management, planning, engineering design, construction development, and program
management.

Bill Popp has spent 47 years in both the Alaska private and public sectors. As President and CEO
of the Anchorage Economic Development Corporation since 2007, he sets the strategic direction
in marketing Anchorage and Alaska to companies and global industries considering Anchorage
as a place in which to do business and assists local businesses looking to expand both within
Anchorage and Alaska as well as Lower 48 and international markets. Prior to joining AEDC,
Popp was a special assistant in the Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor’s office focused on oil and
gas and mining policy. Popp was also an elected municipal government official for the Kenai
Peninsula Borough (KPB) and presided over the KPB Assembly as president in 2000. Popp has
over 25 years of private industry experience working for large national and regional businesses
and as a small business owner. His also served as project coordinator of the Challenger Learning
Center for Alaska.
Florian Borowski is the Regional Chief Human Resources Officer for Providence Health &
Services Alaska. In this role, Florian leads Alaska’s HR strategic partners team, develops and
aligns human resources strategies to meet Alaska ministry needs, and ensures appropriate
human resources services for Alaska caregivers and core leaders. Prior joining Providence,
Florian served as a human resources leader with Carlile Transportation, Schlumberger,
CH2M Hill and BP based in Alaska, England, Illinois and Colorado. Florian has a bachelor’s
degree in personnel administration and master’s degree in human resources and labor
relations from Michigan State University. He previously served as vice chair on the Alaska
Workforce Investment Board and was the founding advisory board member for the
Occupational Health & Safety degree program at the University of Alaska Anchorage.
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Justice Intersected by COVID-19
Attorney Rex Lamont Butler is a native of New Brunswick, New Jersey. Mr. Butler is a seasoned
litigator and well respected throughout the legal community. He has received distinguished
professional honors from Best Lawyers in America, Top 100 Trial Lawyers, University of
North Florida Distinguished Alumni, New Brunswick New Jersey Education Foundation Hall
of Distinguished Alumni, Who’s Who in American Law, and Who’s Who Among Practicing
Attorney’s. Mr. Butler is a Navy Veteran. Mr. Butler is a life member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
and the NAACP. He is a member of Eagle River Missionary Baptist Church. He is married to
Stephanie Butler and the father of four and grandfather of one. He has practiced law in Alaska
since 1983.

Rich Curtner received his law degree in Ohio in 1976. He worked as a Public Defender in Ohio
for 10 years, then joined the faculty at Ohio State Law School for 2 years. In 1987 he moved to
Alaska and joined the Alaska Public Defender Agency. In 1992 he was employed by the Federal
Public Defender office and was appointed as the Federal Defender for Alaska in 1996. He retired
as federal Defender in 2020.

Pamela Scott Washington was appointed to the Anchorage District Court by Governor Sean
Parnell on August 9, 2010. Judge Washington is co-chair of the Alaska Supreme Court’s Fairness,
Diversity & Equality Commission and serves on the Cultural Competency Committee. She
chairs the Court’s Color of Justice program which encourages diverse young people to consider
careers in law and the judiciary. Judge Washington presides over the Coordinated Resource
Project (Mental Health Court) in Anchorage and the Sand Point Criminal and Civil calendar.
Judge Washington is a member of the National Association of Women Judges where she serves as
Vice President of Districts. She is a member of the US Chapter of Pan American Commission of
Judges on Social Justice and the National Center for State Court Blueprint for Racial Justice and
Systemic Change Work Group.

Kevin McGee, NAACP President, arrived in Anchorage, Alaska in June 1972 through the
U.S. Army and chose to stay and live in Alaska after his Honorable Discharge from the Army
because he fell in love with the mountains. McGee has been involved in volunteer services as a
Melvin Jones “Fellow” of the Lions Club International seeking ways to assist Alaskans in need of
eyeglasses and other community needs. Mcgee joined the NAACP NAACP because he believed
he could be an asset to the organization due to his firm belief that all Alaskans have a right to
equal rights, equal voting rights, affordable health care and freedom from racism, bigotry and
any injustice. McGee believes all Alaskans have the right to be free from hate crimes. McGee
completed the U.S. Department of Justice, FBI Citizens Academy, as well as the Anchorage Police
Department Citizens Academy. McGee is a new member of the Alaska ACLU Board of Directors
and currently going through the Leadership Anchorage 25 program. McGee credits his wife
Meredith for allowing him to accomplish his goals.
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Education Intersected by COVID-19
Moderator: Dr. Paula Williams is a diligent worker and natural-born leader who empowers
by example with great passion and compassion. She’s able to see a need and quickly spring into
action to help do what is necessary to accomplish the desired goal. She has been actively engaged
in making a difference in the lives of masses within the United States and abroad for more than
two decades. Dr. Paula devotes countless hours volunteering her time on numerous mission
trips, working along side various ministries, raising money for charities, feeding the hungry,
providing food and clothing to the homeless, delivering meals to the elderly, mentoring young
women, providing hospice bereavement counseling. And most recent assisting women released
from incarceration with getting housing. It is this type of life experience that played a role in her
being awarded a Honorary Letter of Humane Doctorate. When Dr Paula is not volunteering she
enjoys spending quality time with her church, family and friends. Her motto: “Find A Need And
Provide It.”
Mary Richards is a co-director and fellow of the Alaska Writing Project. AWP, in conjunction
with the National Writing Project, envisions a future where every person is an accomplished
writer, engaged learner, and active participant in a digital, interconnected world. There can be
no more important focus than to work with communities toward building a just, democratic,
antiracist future for all our nation’s children.

Youth Panelists:
Khali Smallwood

Ziyah Mikes

Khali Rutledge

Jordan Smallwood

Dicanio George

Chale Rutledge

Jerimiah Adams

Candice Bierman

Margo Bellamy has spent over forty years in education. In her service to children and families, she
has worked as clerk typist, a teacher, librarian, assistant principal, principal, executive director,
mentor, and trainer. As a career educator, Margo brings a range of experience to the Anchorage
School Board and commits to work every day to make the Anchorage School District an awesome
place for all students, families, and staff. During Margo’s 2-year tenure on the Anchorage School
Board, she has served as Clerk, Communication Committee Chair, and Vice-President. Margo’s
focus continues to be on successful outcomes for all students through a governance structure
that provides resources, access, and opportunities for all students to be successful, regardless
of their individual needs, life experiences, or zip code. Margo’s work on behalf of youth spans
across educational institutions and nonprofit boardrooms. She is an Adjunct Professor in the
UAA Educational Leadership Program and serves as a volunteer with the Cognia Accreditation
Review Team, a global network of educators focused on improving educational opportunities for
all learners. In addition, Margo serves on several local and national youth and family serving
organizations including Alaska Children’s Trust (ACT) Board of Directors; Alaska School Board
Association (AASB) Board of Directors; Council of the Great City Schools (CGCS) Chair Cohort;
National Black Caucus of SB Members (NSBA); National Native American/Alaskan Native
Caucus (NSBA); National Hispanic Caucus (NSBA); Clare House Advisory Council; Ft. Valley
State University Cooperative Developmental Energy Program (Math and Science Pre-college
Opportunity); Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and the national chapter of the NAACP. Margo
is married and is the parent of two adult children, both ASD graduates; and grandparent to two
grandsons who both attend school in the Anchorage School District.
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Award Presenter: Antavia Shantelle Hamilton is an Alaska born professional consultant and
owner of Hamilton Enterprises in Anchorage. She dearly loves her daughter and Cavalier Spaniel
as well as her many family and friends throughout the world. Antavia is “a high spirited modern
day Renaissance woman whose vast array of specialities include, but are not limited to Language
Arts and Equity advocacy. She enjoys tea at home and abroad, and cares deeply about her culture
and community.

Tribute to Essential & Frontline Workers
Moderator: R.C. Woodson joined BBNC in August 2019 as Vice President of IT & Chief
Information Officer. He hs over 30 years of IT experience, including a seven-year tenure with
Doyon, Ltd. R.C. also has over 15 years of senior executive experience in providing technology
solutions to organizations. He is talented in efficiently creating and deploying IT solutions
across many business models. He has experience derived from a wide range of industries, both
public and private. These industries include tourism, oil and gas, logistics, aircraft maintenance,
financial services, construction, and the Department of Defense. Notably, R.C. is known for his
expertise in Strategy & Governance, Security & Risk, Mergers & Acquisitions, Server & Network
Architectures, Distributed Systems and Enterprise Resource Application implementations. R.C.
earned national recognition in 2018 when he was awarded Outstanding Midmarket CIO for
his work in solution selection and deployment. He serves a member of the Alaska Vocational
Technology and Education Center (AVTEC) Technology Council and the Alaska InfraGard
Board specializing in IT Security activities. In addition to his IT background, RC is an Air Force
veteran having spent 22 years of serving our country.
Kenneth McCoy proudly serves as the Chief of Police for the Anchorage Police Department (APD)
in Anchorage, Alaska. He began his law enforcement career with the APD in 1994, where he rose
steadily through the ranks, serving in command assignments in patrol, detectives, and internal
affairs. He was promoted to Chief in July 2021 after serving as the Acting Chief and Deputy
Chief of Operations for the last 4 years. Chief McCoy attended the New Mexico Military Institute
where he received his commission into the United States Army in 1990. After commissioning,
he served 10 years with the Alaska Army National Guard. He received an Honorable Discharge,
at the rank of Captain, in February of 2000. He holds a bachelor’s degree in Justice from the
University of Alaska Anchorage and a criminal justice certificate from the University of Virginia.
He is also a graduate of the FBI National Academy, session 265 and the FBI National Executive
Institute, session 42. Chief McCoy is an executive board member of the Alaska Association of
Chiefs of Police (AACOP) and the FBI National Academy Associates, Alaska Chapter. He is also
a member of the FBI National Executive Institute Associates (NEIA), the FBI National Academy
Associates (FBINAA), the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), the National
Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE) and the Alaska Peace Officers
Association (APOA). In 2019, he was inducted as an Honorary Commander for Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson (JBER), Alaska. Chief McCoy has been married to his wife, Sue, for 28
years and has three children, Megan, Ken and Adrianna.

Additional Comments:
Ann Zink and Florian Borowski
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POLYNESIAN ASSOCIATION OF ALASKA,
MISSION: Empower and
Educate individuals and families,
Promote pride and acceptance
of all cultures and instill the best
values they represent.
Phone: 907-334-9559
Email: paoaalaska@gmail.com
Web: https://www.paoaalaska.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/polynesianofak
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COVID-19 Declaration
The participants attending the Bettye Davis African American Summit (both in-person and virtually)
deeply appreciate the President/CEO and the Alaska Black Caucus (ABC) for graciously hosting the
Bettye Davis African American Summit on Oct. 23 at the Bettye Davis East Anchorage High School.
Because we know the COVID-19 pandemic has caused unprecedented public health, social, economic,
and security challenges and threatened the lives and livelihoods of millions of people, and it has intensified
inequalities worldwide, particularly regarding vaccine production and distribution. COVID-19 threatens
the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and the implementation of many health programs
worldwide.
Reiterating that vaccine injustice is an existential challenge for health today. It divides between those
who have access to vaccines and those who do not.
Recognizing that the ABC convened leading health experts nationally, statewide and locally to help
educate, enlighten, fight for vaccine equity and, ultimately, save lives. The participants urged political
leaders, agencies and organizations, society and industry to strive for more equity in education, vaccination,
testing and other measures to help save lives.
Emphasizing that, despite efforts to increase delivery and access to COVID-19 vaccines through various
mechanisms, now focused particularly on Black and other BIPOC, many BIPOC are still left behind,
which is particularly problematic for those groups who have especially high risk.
Stressing that there is no time to lose; vaccines are a public good. Living without vaccinations puts the
lives of many people, as well as the economy and the security of the world, at stake. It also increases the
risk for the development of more aggressive virus mutations and yet another pandemic wave. Fast and
effective measures are needed to tackle the present situation and to increase preparedness for the future.
Underlining the importance for fair and equitable access to vaccines as the key to ending the pandemic,
restoring normal life and economy, and preventing the unacceptable health gap to widen further.
Recognizing that at the Bettye Davis African American Summit, the signatories of the Declaration
on COVID-19 Vaccine Equity strongly advocate strategic partnership and effective cooperation for
distribution, production and access to vaccines according to scientific and medical need, with a focus on
BIPOC communities.
Affirming that this crisis reminds us to foster the spirit of collaboration, solidarity, and cooperation
instead of practicing vaccine egoism and nationalism. We need to transform Universal Health Coverage
to include universal health preparedness, prevention, and universal health solidarity.
We are all in this together.
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Thank You
To all of our committee members who made this event happen!
Celeste Hodge Growden - CEO/President
Brenda Tyler - Secretary
Chrisandra Doucet - Grant Support
Willie Kinnebrew - Volunteer Coordinator
Cheryl Devenny - Event Support
Gamma Alpha Alpha Chapter Of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. –
Overseeing Security
This program was supported by a grant awarded by the Municipality of Anchorage, Anchorage
Health Department. The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in
this publication, program, and exhibition are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Municipality of Anchorage, Anchorage Health Department.

